




So Solomon finished the Temple 
of the Lord, as well as the royal 

palace. He completed everything 
he had planned to do in the 
construction of the Temple

and the palace.



Then one night the Lord appeared 
to Solomon and said,

“I have heard your prayer and 
have chosen this Temple as the 

place for making sacrifices.



At times I might shut up the 
heavens so that no rain falls,
or command grasshoppers

to devour your crops, or send 
plagues among you.



Then if my people who are called 
by my name will humble 

themselves and pray and seek my 
face and turn from their wicked 

ways, I will hear from heaven



and I will forgive their sins
and restore their land.



My eyes will be open and my ears 
attentive to every prayer made

in this place.



But if you or your descendants 
abandon me and disobey the 
decrees and commands I have 
given you, and if you serve and 
worship other gods, then I will



uproot the people from this land 
that I have given them. I will 
reject this Temple that I have 
made holy to honor my name.

I will make it an object of mockery 
and ridicule among the nations.



And though this Temple is 
impressive now, all who pass by 
will be appalled. They will ask, 

‘Why did the Lord do such
terrible things to this land

and to this Temple?’



And the answer will be, ‘Because 
his people abandoned the Lord, 

the God of their ancestors,
who brought them out of Egypt, 
and they worshiped other gods



instead and bowed down to them. 
That is why he has brought all 

these disasters on them.’”







Sin is the ultimate cause of 
suffering, disease, and death

for all of God’s creation.
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In the same way that God 
allows humanity to commit evil 
acts, God also allows the earth 
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Genuine confession, coupled 
with genuine repentance, not 
only leads to forgiveness and 

reconciliation with God, 
sometimes it leads to 

restoration with others.



Regardless of whatever you 
have done and despite how 

long you have done it,
it is never too late to be 

forgiven by God.



We reap what we sow,
more than we sow,
later than we sow.



Unlike seeds planted in the 
ground, seeds planted in your 
life have no exact timetable. 
Some seeds may sprout and 

grow quickly, and others may 
take years to come into bloom.



As it says in Galatians,
there is a proper time

appointed for the harvest.



We reap what we sow,
more than we sow,
later than we sow.



Life’s most profound pain
and horrific suffering are often 

used by God to wake us up
and drive us towards self-

examination and repentance.






