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This is how Jesus the Messiah was 
born. His mother, Mary, was engaged 

to be married to Joseph.



But before the marriage took place, 
while she was still a virgin, she 

became pregnant through the power 
of the Holy Spirit.



Joseph, to whom she was engaged, 
was a righteous man and did not want 
to disgrace her publicly, so he decided 

to break the engagement quietly.



As he considered this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream. 

“Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, 
“do not be afraid to take Mary as your 

wife. For the child within her was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit.



And she will have a son, and you are 
to name him Jesus, for he will save his 

people from their sins.”



All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s 
message through his prophet:



“Look! The virgin will conceive a child! 
She will give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel, which means 

‘God is with us.’”



When Joseph woke up, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded and 

took Mary as his wife.



But he did not have sexual relations 
with her until her son was born. And 

Joseph named him Jesus.
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More often than not, God’s favor 
rests on ordinary people with 
ordinary lives who choose to 

intentionally offer their lives as a 
living sacrifice to God.



This is how Jesus the Messiah was 
born. His mother, Mary, was engaged 

to be married to Joseph.



Genuine encounters with the Lord 
will disrupt what you believe, what 

you value, and what you trust.



• I’m a nobody from nowhere; my 
life is insignificant.

• What I do or how I live does not 
matter.



• Your life is not about you. 
• Faith without sacrifice and 

obedience is not real.
• We do not naturally see things 

from God’s point of view.



• If you do not act, maybe no one 
will. 

• Surrender is key to being a 
committed disciple not comfort.



Genuine encounters with the Lord 
will disrupt what you believe, what 

you value, and what you trust.



Following and obeying the Lord 
means you will encounter 

unexpected circumstances and risks 
as you attempt to live out God’s will 

for your life.



But before the marriage took place, 
while she was still a virgin, she 

became pregnant through the power 
of the Holy Spirit.



Following and obeying the Lord 
means you will encounter 

unexpected circumstances and risks 
as you attempt to live out God’s will 

for your life.



Faithfulness and obedience to the 
Lord means that God’s Word must 
overrule your own feelings, your 
own emotions, your own desires, 

and your own will. 



Joseph, to whom she was engaged, 
was a righteous man and did not want 
to disgrace her publicly, so he decided 

to break the engagement quietly.



As he considered this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream. 

“Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, 
“do not be afraid to take Mary as your 

wife. For the child within her was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit.



And she will have a son, and you are 
to name him Jesus, for he will save his 

people from their sins.”



All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s 
message through his prophet:



“Look! The virgin will conceive a child! 
She will give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel, which means 

‘God is with us.’”



When Joseph woke up, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded and 

took Mary as his wife.



Faithfulness and obedience to the 
Lord means that God’s Word must 

overrule your own feelings, 
emotions, desires, and will. 



You must cling to the truth of
God’s Word and His track record
if you hope to be faithful in any

and every circumstance. 



Surrendering your “rights”
is often a part of being
a committed disciple.



But he did not have sexual relations 
with her until her son was born. And 

Joseph named him Jesus.



Surrendering your “rights”
is often a part of being
a committed disciple.
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