




So the Lord sent Nathan the prophet 
to tell David this story: “There were 
two men in a certain town. One was 

rich, and one was poor.



The rich man owned a great many 
sheep and cattle.



The poor man owned nothing but 
one little lamb he had bought. He 
raised that little lamb, and it grew 

up with his children.



It ate from the man’s own plate 
and drank from his cup. He cuddled 
it in his arms like a baby daughter.



One day a guest arrived at the 
home of the rich man. But instead 
of killing an animal from his own 
flock or herd, he took the poor 

man’s lamb and killed it and 
prepared it for his guest.”



David was furious. “As surely as the 
Lord lives,” he vowed, “any man 

who would do such a thing 
deserves to die!



He must repay four lambs to the 
poor man for the one he stole and 

for having no pity.”



Then Nathan said to David, “You 
are that man! The Lord, the God of 
Israel, says: I anointed you king of 

Israel and saved you from the 
power of Saul.



I gave you your master’s house and 
his wives and the kingdoms of 

Israel and Judah. And if that had 
not been enough, I would have 
given you much, much more.



Why, then, have you despised the 
word of the Lord and done this 

horrible deed? For you have 
murdered Uriah the Hittite with the 
sword of the Ammonites and stolen 

his wife.



From this time on, your family will 
live by the sword because you have 
despised me by taking Uriah’s wife 

to be your own.



“This is what the Lord says: 
Because of what you have done, I 
will cause your own household to 

rebel against you.



I will give your wives to another man 
before your very eyes, and he will go 

to bed with them in public view.



You did it secretly, but I will make 
this happen to you openly in the 

sight of all Israel.”



Then David confessed to Nathan, “I 
have sinned against the Lord.” 

Nathan replied, “Yes, but the Lord 
has forgiven you, and you won’t die 

for this sin. 



Nevertheless, because you have 
shown utter contempt for the word 
of the Lord by doing this, your child 

will die.”



After Nathan returned to his home, 
the Lord sent a deadly illness to the 

child of David and Uriah’s wife.



David begged God to spare the 
child. He went without food and lay 

all night on the bare ground.



The elders of his household 
pleaded with him to get up and eat 

with them, but he refused.



Then on the seventh day the child 
died. David’s advisers were afraid 

to tell him.



“He wouldn’t listen to reason while 
the child was ill,” they said. “What 
drastic thing will he do when we 

tell him the child is dead?”



When David saw them whispering, 
he realized what had happened. “Is 

the child dead?” he asked. “Yes,” 
they replied, “he is dead.”



Then David got up from the 
ground, washed himself, put on 
lotions, and changed his clothes.



He went to the Tabernacle and 
worshiped the Lord. After that, he 

returned to the palace and was 
served food and ate.



His advisers were amazed. “We 
don’t understand you,” they told 

him. “While the child was still 
living, you wept and refused to eat.



But now that the child is dead, you 
have stopped your mourning and 

are eating again.”



David replied, “I fasted and wept 
while the child was alive, for I said, 
‘Perhaps the Lord will be gracious 

to me and let the child live.’



But why should I fast when he is 
dead? Can I bring him back again? I 

will go to him one day, but he 
cannot return to me.”



Then David comforted Bathsheba, 
his wife, and slept with her.

She became pregnant and gave 
birth to a son, and David named 

him Solomon.



The Lord loved the child and sent 
word through Nathan the prophet 

that they should name him Jedidiah 
(which means “beloved of the 

Lord”), as the Lord had commanded.







It is a collaborative process that
compiles all of the evil, bad, terrible, 

and horrible events of your life in 
order to transform and repurpose 

them for God’s good and your good.



Through the process of Heavenly 
Composting, you get to co-labor with 
God to intentionally transform all of 

the events of your life that you 
thought were a total waste, forever 

lost, unspeakable, unforgiveable, and 
un-healable; so that they can go from



being a disgusting, smelly, toxic 
wasteland to becoming good, 
nutrient-rich fertilizer that will 

specifically feed and fuel your spiritual 
growth. That same spiritual fertilizer 
will help you produce sweet, healthy, 

beautiful, spiritual fruit in your life.



• The Word of God (the water)
• The Holy Spirit (the air)
• Koinonia, confession, repentance, 

acceptance of consequences, 
brokenness, worship, etc. (the 
micro-organisms)



• A safe space to take all of the 
garbage (the compost bin)

• A spiritual guide to help you see 
the events from God’s point of 
view (turning over the pile)



• A spiritual family that will love 
you through the smelly process 
(greens and browns)

• Repeat, repeat, repeat
• Unknown Amount of Time





When scripture says that “all things 
work together for good” for God’s 

children, it also includes 
our worst sins.



And we know that for those who 
love God all things work together 
for good, for those who are called 

according to his purpose.



When scripture says that “all things 
work together for good” for God’s 

children, it also includes 
our worst sins.



Even when God mercifully chooses 
to spiritually compost our worst 
sins, the effects of our sins have 

vicious, long lasting consequences 
that will cause immeasurable pain 

for us and for others.



So the Lord sent Nathan the prophet 
to tell David this story: “There were 
two men in a certain town. One was 

rich, and one was poor.



The rich man owned a great many 
sheep and cattle.



The poor man owned nothing but 
one little lamb he had bought. He 
raised that little lamb, and it grew 

up with his children.



It ate from the man’s own plate 
and drank from his cup. He cuddled 
it in his arms like a baby daughter.



One day a guest arrived at the 
home of the rich man. But instead 
of killing an animal from his own 
flock or herd, he took the poor 

man’s lamb and killed it and 
prepared it for his guest.”



David was furious. “As surely as the 
Lord lives,” he vowed, “any man 

who would do such a thing 
deserves to die!



He must repay four lambs to the 
poor man for the one he stole and 

for having no pity.”



Then Nathan said to David, “You 
are that man! The Lord, the God of 
Israel, says: I anointed you king of 

Israel and saved you from the 
power of Saul.



I gave you your master’s house and 
his wives and the kingdoms of 

Israel and Judah. And if that had 
not been enough, I would have 
given you much, much more.



Why, then, have you despised the 
word of the Lord and done this 

horrible deed? For you have 
murdered Uriah the Hittite with the 
sword of the Ammonites and stolen 

his wife.



From this time on, your family will 
live by the sword because you have 
despised me by taking Uriah’s wife 

to be your own.



“This is what the Lord says: 
Because of what you have done, I 
will cause your own household to 

rebel against you.



I will give your wives to another man 
before your very eyes, and he will go 

to bed with them in public view.



You did it secretly, but I will make 
this happen to you openly in the 

sight of all Israel.”



Nevertheless, because you have 
shown utter contempt for the word 
of the Lord by doing this, your child 

will die.”



Even when God mercifully chooses 
to spiritually compost our worst 
sins, the effects of our sins have 

vicious, long lasting consequences 
that will cause immeasurable pain 

for us and for others.



Everywhere in Scripture we read of 
the great evils of sin. We are given 

crystal clear warnings against 
committing sins. Everywhere in 

Scripture we witness the horrific 
consequences sin brings, even for 
those who will be rescued from its 

condemning power. 



Even when God mercifully chooses 
to spiritually compost our worst 
sins, the effects of our sins have 

vicious, long lasting consequences 
that will cause immeasurable pain 

for us and for others.



Heavenly Composting requires a 
genuinely intimate relationship 

with the Lord that fuels our 
confession, repentance, 

acceptance of consequences, 
brokenness, and worship.



Then David confessed to Nathan, “I 
have sinned against the Lord.” 

Nathan replied, “Yes, but the Lord 
has forgiven you, and you won’t die 

for this sin. 



Nevertheless, because you have 
shown utter contempt for the word 
of the Lord by doing this, your child 

will die.”



After Nathan returned to his home, 
the Lord sent a deadly illness to the 

child of David and Uriah’s wife.



David begged God to spare the 
child. He went without food and lay 

all night on the bare ground.



The elders of his household 
pleaded with him to get up and eat 

with them, but he refused.



Then on the seventh day the child 
died. David’s advisers were afraid 

to tell him.



“He wouldn’t listen to reason while 
the child was ill,” they said. “What 
drastic thing will he do when we 

tell him the child is dead?”



When David saw them whispering, 
he realized what had happened. “Is 

the child dead?” he asked. “Yes,” 
they replied, “he is dead.”



Then David got up from the 
ground, washed himself, put on 
lotions, and changed his clothes.



He went to the Tabernacle and 
worshiped the Lord. After that, he 

returned to the palace and was 
served food and ate.



Heavenly Composting requires a 
genuinely intimate relationship 

with the Lord that fuels our 
confession, repentance, 

acceptance of consequences, 
brokenness, and worship.



God does not bless sin! God blesses 
His children who love Him and are 
called according to His purposes 

who are going to sin.



It is not sin itself that works all things 
together for our good, it is God who 
chooses relationship over rules, who 
chooses mercy instead of wrath, who 
chooses love instead of vengeance for 

the sake of His children.



God’s desire, ability, and power to 
bring good from even our worst sins 
flow from His merciful loving heart 
because He is a Good, Good Father.



Then David comforted Bathsheba, 
his wife, and slept with her. She 

became pregnant and gave birth to 
a son, and David named him 

Solomon.



The Lord loved the child and sent 
word through Nathan the prophet 

that they should name him Jedidiah 
(which means “beloved of the 

Lord”), as the Lord had 
commanded.



God’s desire, ability, and power to 
bring good from even our worst sins 
flow from His merciful loving heart 
because He is a Good, Good Father.



The Lord lovingly and willingly 
spiritually composts our worst sins, 

because when we are restored, 
everything plays a part in our 

development, in our growth in grace 
and in the knowledge of the Lord.



At the end of every rotten, smelly, 
toxic garbage heap that has been 

spiritually composted lies an 
individual that is no longer who they 
used to be. An individual that is now 
better than who they were before.



Therein lies an individual who now 
better understands sonship or 

daughtership under God. Therein 
lies someone who has truly tasted of 
the love, mercy, forgiveness, grace, 

and kindness of God which has 
forever changed them.



The Lord lovingly and willingly 
spiritually composts our worst sins, 

because when we are restored, 
everything plays a part in our 

development, in our growth in grace 
and in the knowledge of the Lord.




