




The serpent was the shrewdest of 
all the wild animals the Lord God 
had made. One day he asked the 
woman, “Did God really say you 

must not eat the fruit from any of 
the trees in the garden?”



“Of course we may eat fruit from 
the trees in the garden,”

the woman replied.



“It’s only the fruit from the tree in 
the middle of the garden that we 
are not allowed to eat. God said, 

‘You must not eat it or even touch 
it; if you do, you will die.’”



“You won’t die!” the serpent 
replied to the woman. 



“God knows that your eyes will be 
opened as soon as you eat it, and 

you will be like God, knowing both 
good and evil.”



The woman was convinced.
She saw that the tree was beautiful 

and its fruit looked delicious,
and she wanted the wisdom

it would give her.



So she took some of the fruit and 
ate it. Then she gave some to her 

husband, who was with her,
and he ate it, too.



At that moment their eyes were 
opened, and they suddenly felt 

shame at their nakedness.
So they sewed fig leaves together 

to cover themselves.



When the cool evening breezes 
were blowing, the man and his wife 
heard the Lord God walking about 
in the garden. So they hid from the 

Lord God among the trees.



Then the Lord God called to the 
man, “Where are you?”



He replied, “I heard you walking in 
the garden, so I hid. I was afraid 

because I was naked.”



“Who told you that you were 
naked?” the Lord God asked. “Have 

you eaten from the tree whose 
fruit I commanded you not to eat?”



The man replied, “It was the 
woman you gave me who gave me 

the fruit, and I ate it.”



Then the Lord God asked the 
woman, “What have you done?”
“The serpent deceived me,” she 

replied. “That’s why I ate it.”



Then the Lord God said to the 
serpent, “Because you have done 
this, you are cursed more than all 

animals, domestic and wild. You will 
crawl on your belly, groveling in the 

dust as long as you live.



And I will cause hostility between 
you and the woman, and between 
your offspring and her offspring.
He will strike your head, and you 

will strike his heel.”



Then he said to the woman, “I will 
sharpen the pain of your pregnancy, 
and in pain you will give birth. And 

you will desire to control your 
husband, but he will rule over you.”



And to the man he said, “Since you 
listened to your wife and ate from 
the tree whose fruit I commanded 

you not to eat, the ground is cursed 
because of you. All your life you will 
struggle to scratch a living from it.



It will grow thorns and thistles for 
you, though you will eat of its grains.



By the sweat of your brow will you 
have food to eat until you return to 

the ground from which you were 
made. For you were made from 

dust, and to dust you will return.”



Then the man—Adam—named his 
wife Eve, because she would be the 

mother of all who live.



And the Lord God made clothing 
from animal skins for Adam

and his wife.



Then the Lord God said, “Look, the 
human beings have become like us, 
knowing both good and evil. What if 
they reach out, take fruit from the 

tree of life, and eat it? Then they will 
live forever!”



So the Lord God banished them from 
the Garden of Eden, and he sent 

Adam out to cultivate the ground 
from which he had been made.



After sending them out, the Lord 
God stationed mighty cherubim to 

the east of the Garden of Eden. And 
he placed a flaming sword that 

flashed back and forth to guard the 
way to the tree of life.





How we respond to error, sin, pain, 
rebellion, and injustices committed 
against us reveals the depths of our 

spiritual maturity and how much
we are like our Heavenly Daddy.
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to listen and understand.
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The Lord was patient and restrained as 
He listened to their excuses. He listened 

as they projected their blame on to 
others and as they revealed their 

flawed and immature reasoning. He 
didn’t agree with them, but He didn’t 

correct them immediately either. 



• Created in the image of God but 
we don’t want to be like Him, we 
want to be Him.

• When we do wrong we shift the 
blame on to someone else.



• Material wealth and riches
• There is no Truth
• Laws and systems that make our 

sins “alternative lifestyles”
• Approval/Love from people whose 

opinions are irrelevant



• Desirable and enviable social 
media “lives” that do not reflect 
reality.

• We find escapes from our realities 
through drugs, alcohol, vacations, 
addictions, workaholics, lying, etc.



We speak of Hope, Love, Grace, 
Mercy, Generosity and Kindness, 

while Judgement, Exclusion, Hard-
Heartedness, Selfishness, 

Stubbornness, and Division are found 
in our hearts and actions.
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Standing firm and loving others well 
requires communicating God’s Word 

clearly and setting proper 
expectations.
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God’s conscious decision after His 
creation’s rebellion is to provide a 
covering for them. In that covering 
we see a sacrifice offered. We see 
the offended party providing the 

covering. We see an act of mercy as 
a response to an act of rebellion.



It was mercy that motivated God to 
remove them from the Garden of 
Eden. It was mercy that removed 

them from the presence of the tree 
of life. It was mercy that removed 

their ability to live forever
in a fallen state.



It was God’s mercy that allowed the 
presence of death in our lives and in 

our world so that when we die, 
when we are saved by His grace 

through faith in Jesus Christ, all of 
the shackles, struggles, and realities 

of sin will fall off forever.



Standing firm and loving others well 
means providing for them in ways 
they can understand and in ways 

that they cannot understand.



Standing firm and loving others well 
requires staying in relationship with 
them in order to continue to point 

them towards the long-term 
solution and true reconciliation.



Standing firm and loving others well 
requires becoming like our Heavenly 

Daddy through the power of the 
Holy Spirit.




