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1 Samuel 3:1

Meanwhile, the boy Samuel
served the Lord by assisting Eli.
Now in those days messages from
the Lord were very rare, and
visions were quite uncommon.



1 Samuel 3:2

One night Eli, whose eyes were
becoming so weak that he could
barely see, was lying down in
his usual place.



1 Samuel 3:3

The lamp of God had not yet gone
out, and Samuel was lying down
in the house of the Lord, where

the ark of God was.



1 Samuel 3:4

Then the Lord called Samuel.
Samuel answered, “Here |l am.”



1 Samuel 3:5

And he ran to Eli and said,
“Here | am. Did you call me?”

But Eli said, “l did not call;
go back and lie down.”
So he went and lay down.



1 Samuel 3:6

Again the Lord called, “Samuel.”
And Samuel got up and went
to Eli and said, “Here | am.
Did you call me?”

“My son,” Eli said, “l did not call;
go back and lie down.”



1 Samuel 3:7

Now Samuel did not yet know the
Lord: The word of the Lord had
not yet been revealed to him.



1 Samuel 3:8

A third time the Lord called,
“Samuel.” And Samuel got up and
went to Eli and said, “Here | am.
Did you call me?”

Then Eli realized that the Lord was
calling the boy.



1 Samuel 3:9

So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie
down, and if he calls you, say,
‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is
listening.”” So Samuel went and
lay down in his place.



1 Samuel 3:10

The Lord came and stood there,
calling as at the other times,
“Samuel. Samuel.”

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for
your servant is listening.”



1 Samuel 3:11

And the Lord said to Samuel:
“See, | am about to do
something in Israel that will
make the ears of everyone who
hears about it tingle.



1 Samuel 3:12

At that time | will carry out
against Eli everything | spoke
against his family—from
beginning to end.



1 Samuel 3:13

For | told him that | would judge
his family forever because of the
sin he knew about; his sons

blasphemed God, and he failed
to restrain them.



1 Samuel 3:14

Therefore | swore to the house
of Eli, “The guilt of Eli’s house
will never be atoned for by
sacrifice or offering.””



1 Samuel 3:15

Samuel lay down until morning
and then opened the doors of the
house of the Lord. He was afraid
to tell Eli the vision,



1 Samuel 3:16

but Eli called him and said,
“Samuel, my son.”

Samuel answered, “Here | am.”



1 Samuel 3:17

“What was it he said to you?” Eli
asked. “Do not hide it from me.
May God deal with you, be it ever
so severely, if you hide from me
anything he told you.”



1 Samuel 3:18

So Samuel told him everything,
hiding nothing from him. Then Eli
said, “He is the Lord; let him do
what is good in his eyes.”



1 Samuel 3:19

The Lord was with Samuel as he
grew up, and he let none of
Samuel’s words fall to the ground.



1 Samuel 3:20

And all Israel from Dan to
Beersheba recognized that
Samuel was attested as a
prophet of the Lord.



1 Samuel 3:21

The Lord continued to appear
at Shiloh, and there he
revealed himself to Samuel
through his word.
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The Voice of God

A specific communication from
God directly to you, that is clearly
distinguishable from your own
Inner voice. It comes in many
ways, shapes, or forms. God’s
voice is heard Spirit to spirit so it
can be hard to quantify at times.



Backstory of 1 Samuel 3

* The time frame is during the end of
the time of Judges, where “all the
people did what was right in their
own eyes”.

At that time messages from the
Lord were rare because most of
Israel was not focusing on listening
to God.



Backstory of 1 Samuel 3

* Eli the priest’s sons were extremely
wicked and corrupt.

 They focused on satisfying their
selfish desires, which is why |
believe that visions from the Lord
were quite uncommon.

 Samuel is Hannah’s son who was
given to the Lord as a child.



Principle #1

Although many who faithfully
serve the Lord have a hard time
personally hearing God’s voice,

it is not because the Lord is failing
to speak on a consistent basis.



1 Samuel 3:1

Meanwhile, the boy Samuel
served the Lord by assisting Eli.
Now in those days messages from
the Lord were very rare, and
visions were quite uncommon.



Were messages from the
Lord rare because God
wasn’t speaking? Or
because most people were
not listening?




1 Samuel 2:12

Now the sons of Eli were
scoundrels who had no
respect for the Lord or for
their duties as priests.



1 Samuel 2:22

Now Eli was very old, but he was
aware of what his sons were
doing to the people of Israel. He
knew, for instance, that his sons
were seducing the young women
who assisted at the entrance of
the Tabernacle.



1 Samuel 2:23

Eli said to them, “l have been
hearing reports from all the
people about the wicked
things you are doing. Why do
you keep sinning?



1 Samuel 2:24

You must stop, my sons! The
reports | hear among the Lord’s
people are not good.



1 Samuel 2:25a

If someone sins against
another person, God can
mediate for the guilty party.
But if someone sins against the
Lord, who can intercede?”



1 Samuel 2:25b

But Eli’s sons wouldn’t listen

to their father, for the Lord

was already planning to put
them to death.



1 Samuel 2:27

One day a man of God came to Eli
and gave him this message from
the Lord: “l revealed myself to
your ancestors when they were
Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt.



1 Samuel 2:28

| chose your ancestor Aaron from
among all the tribes of Israel to be
my priest, to offer sacrifices on
my altar, to burn incense, and to
wear the priestly vest as he
served me. And | assighed the
sacrificial offerings to you priests.



1 Samuel 2:29

So why do you scorn my sacrifices
and offerings? Why do you give
your sons more honor than you
give me—for you and they have

become fat from the best
offerings of my people Israell!”



1 Samuel 2:30

Therefore, the Lord, the God of
Israel, says: “l promised that your
branch of the tribe of Levi would

always be my priests. But | will
honor those who honor me, and |

will despise those who think
lightly of me.



1 Samuel 2:31

The time is coming when | will

put an end to your family, so it

will no longer serve as my priests.

All the members of your family

will die before their time. None
will reach old age.



1 Samuel 2:32

You will watch with envy as | pour
out prosperity on the people of
Israel. But no members of your

family will ever live out their days.



1 Samuel 2:33

The few not cut off from serving
at my altar will survive, but only
so their eyes can go blind and
their hearts break, and their
children will die a violent death.



1 Samuel 2:34

And to prove that what | have said
will come true, | will cause your
two sons, Hophni and Phinehas,

to die on the same day!



1 Samuel 2:35

Then | will raise up a faithful
priest who will serve me and do
what | desire. | will establish his

family, and they will be priests to
my anointed kings forever.



1 Samuel 2:36

Then all of your surviving family
will bow before him, begging
for money and food. ‘Please,’

they will say, ‘give us jobs
among the priests so we will
have enough to eat.””



Principle #1

Although many who faithfully
serve the Lord have a hard time
personally hearing God’s voice,

it is not because the Lord is failing
to speak on a consistent basis.



Principle #2

All genuine believers in the Lord
can and do hear the voice of God;
but way too often, we fail to
consistently discern when we are
hearing God’s voice.



1 Samuel 3:2

One night Eli, whose eyes were
becoming so weak that he
could barely see, was lying

down in his usual place.



1 Samuel 3:3

The lamp of God had not yet gone
out, and Samuel was lying down
in the house of the Lord, where

the ark of God was.



1 Samuel 3:4

Then the Lord called Samuel.
Samuel answered, “Here |l am.”



1 Samuel 3:5

And he ran to Eli and said,
“Here | am. Did you call me?”

But Eli said, “l did not call;
go back and lie down.”
So he went and lay down.



1 Samuel 3:6

Again the Lord called, “Samuel.”
And Samuel got up and went
to Eli and said, “Here | am.
Did you call me?”

“My son,” Eli said, “l did not call;
go back and lie down.”



Why Do We Fail to Hear?

We are misinformed theologically:

o Do you believe that God still
speaks today?

o Do you believe that God wants to
specifically speak to you?

o Do you understand that you have
a responsibility to invest in
hearing His voice?



Why Do We Fail to Hear?

It takes time, effort, and focus.

O
O

We are simply too busy.

We don’t practice quietness,
stillness and listening.

We’ve deafened ourselves to our
Master’s voice.

Because the voice of our desires
is louder than His voice.



Principle #2

All genuine believers in the Lord
can and do hear the voice of God;
but way too often, we fail to
consistently discern when we are
hearing God’s voice.



Principle #3

There can be no personal, intimate
relationship with our heavenly
Father, if we do not hear Him
speak to us personally.



1 Samuel 3:7

Now Samuel did not yet know the
Lord: The word of the Lord had
not yet been revealed to him.



The Voice of God

A specific communication from
God directly to you, that is clearly
distinguishable from your own
Inner voice. It comes in many
ways, shapes or forms. God’s voice
is heard Spirit to spirit so it can be
hard to quantify at times.



Christian parentage and
religious instruction will
lead to intimately knowing
the Lord only if one invests
in hearing God personally.




John 10:25

Jesus replied, “l have already
told you, and you don’t believe
me. The proof is the work | do
in my Father’s name.



John 10:26

But you don’t believe me
because you are not my sheep.



John 10:217

My sheep listen to my voice;
| know them, and they follow me.



John 10:28

| give them eternal life, and they
will never perish. No one can
snatch them away from me,



Principle #3

There can be no personal, intimate
relationship with our heavenly
Father, if we do not hear Him
speak to us personally.



Principle #4

Being able to hear God personally
usually requires a spiritual
mentor to help you discern

the voice of God.



1 Samuel 3:8

A third time the Lord called,
“Samuel.” And Samuel got up and
went to Eli and said, “Here | am.
Did you call me?”

Then Eli realized that the Lord was
calling the boy.



1 Samuel 3:9

So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie
down, and if he calls you, say,
‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is
listening.”” So Samuel went and
lay down in his place.



Principle #4

Being able to hear God personally
usually requires a spiritual
mentor to help you discern

the voice of God.



Principle #5

The more you discipline yourself
to focus on hearing God’s voice
personally, the clearer His voice
will become to you, and
the greater your vision
of Him will become.



1 Samuel 3:10

The Lord came and stood there,
calling as at the other times,
“Samuel. Samuel.”

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for
your servant is listening.”



Principle #5

The more you discipline yourself
to focus on hearing God’s voice
personally, the clearer His voice
will become to you, and
the greater your vision
of Him will become.



Principle #6

When God personally speaks to you,
you won’t always love the message,
but it will always match His written
word, it will be received by wise,
godly people, it will always come
to fruition, and it will always honor
and glorify Him.



1 Samuel 3:11

And the Lord said to Samuel:
“See, | am about to do
something in Israel that will
make the ears of everyone who
hears about it tingle.



1 Samuel 3:12

At that time | will carry out
against Eli everything | spoke
against his family—from
beginning to end.



1 Samuel 3:13

For | told him that | would judge
his family forever because of the
sin he knew about; his sons

blasphemed God, and he failed
to restrain them.



1 Samuel 3:14

Therefore | swore to the house
of Eli, “The guilt of Eli’s house
will never be atoned for by
sacrifice or offering.””



1 Samuel 3:15

Samuel lay down until morning
and then opened the doors of the
house of the Lord. He was afraid
to tell Eli the vision,



1 Samuel 3:16

but Eli called him and said,
“Samuel, my son.”

Samuel answered, “Here | am.”



1 Samuel 3:17

“What was it he said to you?” Eli
asked. “Do not hide it from me.
May God deal with you, be it ever
so severely, if you hide from me
anything he told you.”



1 Samuel 3:18

So Samuel told him everything,
hiding nothing from him. Then Eli
said, “He is the Lord; let him do
what is good in his eyes.”



1 Samuel 3:19

The Lord was with Samuel as he
grew up, and he let none of
Samuel’s words fall to the ground.



1 Samuel 3:20

And all Israel from Dan to
Beersheba recognized that
Samuel was attested as a
prophet of the Lord.



Principle #6

When God personally speaks to you,
you won’t always love the message,
but it will always match His written
word, it will be received by wise,
godly people, it will always come
to fruition, and it will always honor
and glorify Him.



Principle #1

The more you hear, listen to, and
obey what God speaks to you
personally, the more He will
continue to share with you.



1 Samuel 3:21

The Lord continued to appear
at Shiloh, and there he
revealed himself to Samuel
through his word.



Principle #1

The more you hear, listen to, and
obey what God speaks to you
personally, the more He will
continue to share with you.
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